
The Jaku Template 
Best Practices 

Let’s talk about best practices. The hard part about making icons is the bottom bevel, this 
seems to confound most people. So, let me explain how the bevel works, semantically and 
thematically. The bevel is the side of the icon, not a continuation of the face. Some of you may 
going, “huh, what does that mean?” Let me show you. Look at the icons on the left: Notice 
how it looks like you cut into the icon, like you would cut a piece of multilayered cake? Then 
look at the icons on the right: Notice how the image continues into the bevel?
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That’s what I mean when I say it’s the “side of the icon.” Try to imagine it this way: if you bite 
into a Twinky, you’ll see the filling. That’s the bevel. It should cut into the icon.


Using these “best practices,” you should be able to make quality icons no matter your 
Photoshop skill level. Happy theming! 

Copyright © 2014 William Szilveszter. All rights reserved | www.jaku.ca

http://www.jaku.ca


In loving memory of Steve Jobs 
1955-2011
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